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5 The original Liepaja (lepaya; Libau) naval installation was berun in 

the 1890's as a naval base and arsenal, The orisinal nlan envisioned 
a larper inatallation, tut German intervention in 1905 prevented its 
completion, During orld ‘lar I, the base was used hy the German Navy. 
After the var, only a portion of the yard vas used for ship repairs; 
the remainder was converted to produce railroad cara, machine tools, 
arricultural machinery, and aircraft, The eastern section of the for 


mer naval base, along with the dock installations, was released for the 
establishment of a surar factory, 


26 In 1940, Soviet authorities took over the Lierfija dockyard and operated 
it until the Germans repleced them in the summer of 1941. The German 
Navy used the installation to good advantage, since ite seographical 
location rendered it irmune from vestern air attacks, After July 1943, 
a mmber of i-proverents were carried out in the yard. 


3o Activities at the Liepaja naval base centored around its two drydocks. 
These wore arrroxinately 280 meters long at the top and had a top width 
of forty-five reters. The heavy cruiser Litzow wag just able to squeeze 
its 256 meters into the eastern dock, which vas equippedwith a front 
lock ponton (Vorsate-Verachlussponton). The cruiser could not enter the 
western dock, which was equipred with a olide Inck ponten (Schiehe~ 
Verschiussponton)., The draining of a dock took arprorimately four to 
six hours, depending on the water level and the olzof the ship. The 
docks cauld be filled in arproxinately one and one-half hours. 
along the inner ed7e of each dock was a tower revolving crane with a 
naxiram load capacity of five tons. For unloading rurposes, the cranes 
reached a little past the canters of the docks, with a corresponding de- 
erease in thoir carrying rover. The docks are simply constructed and 
are opsrationally safes they operated reliably even during the rost savere 
winter cold spells, 


4e The lovation rroviously oceupied hy an 800=-ton floating drydock, «hich 
was transferred to Riga, was assimed by the Gervan Navy as a mooring 
place for a 1,500-ton floating dock. Since the harbor floor could not 
be dredved to a suitable derth, it was necessary to decrease the irnersion 
depth of the ney dock. A 6,000-ton floating drydock was also moored along 
the quay to the east of the rermanent drydocks; here, too, the irmersion 
derth vas decreased. 
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Aprroxinetely 230 meters of the quay ca the western side of the Liepaja . 
aoe are serviced by three toyer revolving cranes with a load capacity 
oi’ three to five tons each and an unloadine sweep of up to thirty-five 
meters, All moorings and docks ars Pully equipped with direct cloctric 
garrent outlets and with pipes for the steam heating of ships. In 1944 
the direct current was surplied by two rectifier plants; the erection of 
tua pore was planned. fhe stear heat vas supplied by two boiler houses; 
tho third boiler house supplied heat for tho buildings and steam for ths 
steam harmers > 


The Lfepaja base had no plant of its ou for the mamfacture of electric 
power. Power was nrovided by the municipal plant throuch 4 ground cable 
whieh delivercd a three-phase current of 6,000 volts. This was trans- 
forned to 3,000 volts and supplied to the individual consumer points 
through shop transformers as 220/230 volt currents; maximum power con- 
sayvion was about 750 KVA. A compressor plant between the permanent 
dyydocks surplied the main moorings with compressed airs a second riant 
uns “50 sot” up in the northern part of the base. The pase also nrovided 

oxyron for ‘the widing shop and also produced some for sale to outside 
coummers, The oxygen plant delivered anproximately' 200 recvularesized 
sorvsainers every tuenty-four hours. Water was pumped from two islis 
into a tank installed on the roof of ono of the buildings. — 


fhe following pararranhs deseribs the cauipment contained in the various 
shops of the Lienife naval mse during 1924: 


i, Bhim Construction Shops Here the stecl nlates from the storaze 
vard were broucht for rrocecsing in the straightening and bonding 
vollers. The plates were transported on rollways, wt cciling 
evanes with capacities up to three tone were also in use and 
seached out into the sctorace yerd. 


Q. Boiler Shop: The equipment in this shop was similar to that con 
“auined in the ship construction shop, including heavy bending 
sollers for bending plates up to 25 rm. in thickness. This shop 
also contained the rib furnace and several ceiling cranes with a toad 
eapacity of about tventy tors. 


Bo Horse: The forre contained a five=ton stean hammer, four smiler 
steam hammers qraduated to a ram weight (im Bargewicht pestufs), 
‘wo air hammers for lichter work, and two friction presses for the 
inishine of ship and boiler rivets. 


Ga Hig chinery, Gun, and Torrede Assenbly Shops This workshop ws loerted 
in a very lone, relatively narrov, and very high glass-roofed hall. 
“6 contained tu robile cranes, cach with a tyenty—ton load sanacity. 


3. VMachine Shopt This was ell equipped with lathes of all tyres,. most 
of them uneto-date. Propeliors were turned on two horizontal lathes. 
‘na large and medium-sized machines wore Located in shops near tha 
“ornament drydockss; the smaiisr units vere on the ground floor of 
the administration buildins, 


@. Govupersnith's Shon: This sion contained regular equipment with 
serey vises, Planpe lathes, a pipe pit, and a lon furnace Lor the 
yorlcine of lene nines. 


e, Foundrys The foundry was equipped with two cupola furnaces of 
oe capacity, a jolt molding machine , and compressed air tools. 
Viuriinum and various bronze alloys were smelted in a coke-fired 
we 
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Tinnlate Shon: This was fully equipped with obsolescent strairhten- 
ing and bending rollers, plate shears, folding mchines, banding 
machines, and buleing lathes. 


Fadnt and Glass Shop: This contained a spraying installation ani 
two machines for the grinding and polishing of glass. 


Electrical Shon: Work here was done by AEG personnel, who also 
supplied the required tools, parts, and cables, 


at z 9: This contained sasveral copper, 
nicl! and Chenin baths, ag Swell as three coal-fired melting vate. 


Boat Shop. Boats under construction wsre brought to the center nave 
of the three-nave hall through a loading canal, Cranes, rlatforns, 
and boat carts made possible the storing of a large mmber of boata 
in several layers during the winter. The shop undertook the con- 
struction of new boats as well as repairing old ones. Planing 
inachines and says and three steam chests for plank and rib bending 


were on hand. 


bode CS 'g C s This modern instal- 
Jation contained a thicknessing machine for planks, a smooth plan- 
ing machine, a grooving rachine, a routing machina, a chain cutter, 
drilis, and eircular ani band saws. 


Saynili: The mill was equipped with two frame log saus, a drying roon, 
lathes, cutting and planing machines, drills, electric ana oxygen 
wilding torches, a forge, and a wll-equipped electric plant with 
testing and experimental facilities, including armature winding 
nachines. 
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